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minuter acts by which he might have pleased. When he
enters life, if his temper be soft and timorous, he is diffi-
dent and bashful, from the knowledge of his defects; or, if
he was born with spirit and resolution, he is ferocious and
arrogant, from the consciousness of his merit; he is either
dissipated by the awe of company, and unable to recollect
his reading, and arrange his arguments; or he is hot and
dogmatical, quick in opposition, and tenacious in defence,
disabled by his own violence, and confused by his haste to
triumph.

The graces of writing and conversation are of different
kinds, and though he who excels in one might have been,
with opportunities and application, equally successful in
the other, yet as many please by extemporary talk, though
utterly unacquainted with the more accurate method, and
more laboured beauties, which composition requires; so it
is very possible that men, wholly accustomed to works of
study, may be without that readiness of conception, and
affluence of language, always necessary to colloquial enter-
tainment. They may want address to watch the hints
which conversation offers for the display of their particular
attainments, or they may be so much unfurnished with
matter on common subjects, that discourse not professedly
literary, glides over them as heterogeneous bodies, with-
out admitting their conceptions to mix in the circulation.

A transition from an author's book to his conversation,
is too often like an entrance into a large city, after a dis-
tant piospect. Remotely, we see nothing but spires of
temples and turrets of palaces, and imagine it the residence
of splendour, grandeur, and magnificence; but, when we
have passed the gates, we find it perplexed with narrow
passages, disgraced with despicable cottages, embarrassed
with obstructions, and clouded with smoke.